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Washingtob, Dm. >1,1861.
The board of naval and scieutiQc gontlcmsn appoint ed

by the Secretary of the Navy, agreeably to a resolution of

Congress, to examine the Stevens Battery, have, after a

long and thorough Investigation, reported as follows:. 1
THE REFORT.

Navy Yard, Brooklyn, Dm. 24,1861.
ffra Tn obedience to orders from the Navy Department

appointing the undersigned members of aboard to ez

mine the iron tram battery now building at Bobcken,
N. J., and ascertain what will be the oost of completing
thj same, how soon it can be completed, and the expediencythereof, wo met at this place ou the 1st ult., and enteredupon the aoove duties by examining so much of the
battery as has already be-in constructed, and by desii tng
Mr. Stevens to furnish us with plans and descriptions of
the vessel as she would be when completed and ready for
eervloe.
Theoe latter were received on the 16th Inst., previous

to which the board had visited the battery frequently,
and, having carefully examine the vessel as far as advanced,and the plans submitted fur the tomi lotion, we
beg leave respectiully to report that we found upon the
grounds of Mr. Stevens, at llobuken, situated in an exea

vation or dock, a long, slender Iron vessel, in an unllnIshedstate, evidently intended for high speed in smooth
water.

DESCRIPTION Of THE PORTION ALREADY BUILT.
HULL.

The shell of ths vessel Is completed up to a height of
twenty one feet from tho bottom, but without the decks
or beams upon which they are to test. This vessel is
420 fast long by 46 feet extreme breadth. The Iron
plating, with the exception of a koel plate, which is ten
Inches wide and one inch thick, and the garboard streaks,
which are thirty inches wide and five eighths of an inch
thick, is hslf-inch thick, riveted to ribs of angle iron six

Inches deep, three inches wide and one-half inch thick,
a similar angle iron, reversed, being riveted to each rib.
These ribs are spaced two feet apart throughout the en.
tire length. Extending across tho bottom of the vessel,
at each rib, are boor timbers two feet deep, formed of
plate Iron one-half inch thick, along the lower edge of
which is riveted the angle iron ribs, and along the top
edge of which is riveted the reversed angle iron,

nomas.

Upon fore and aft keelsons, of box form, made of plateironsix inches in depth, and fastoned to the tops of tho
floor timbers, are placed two horizontal Ave tube boilers
with the tubes over the furnaces ; the boilers are arrangedsimilarly to those in oui large naval vessels.
namely, flvo on eich side with one Are room ami,.shirs,
running fore and art, common to both sides. These boilers
occupy eighty feet of the length or the vevael, commencing
one hundred and twenty-four feet from the stern. Within
tfaeM boilers are thirty furnaces, with tubes of two and
a half inches diameter, and ranging from seven feet to

eight and a half in length, placed over them. The
bolls of the boilers are cno quarter of an inch thick
ingle riveted, with stays one and a quarter inches diume

ter, placed twelve lothes apart, attached to crow feet tho
toes of which are six inches apart, thus staying the flat
surfaces ovory six inches. They contain, in the aggrogate,876 square feet of gralo surface, and 28,000 square
feet of Ore surface, as follows:.
Tubes, rqoaro foet 23,330
Furnace.- ; 2,('60
Connections 1,890
Tube sheets 680

Total 28,000
POIWI.

Immediately abaft the boilers aro the main engine*,
eight In uumbcr, already In a nearly completed elate,
occupying the whole breadth and dep. h of the present
structure fur a length of Qfty-lhreu feet. There are two

propeller shafts, with lour engines upon uacb, so,arranged
that each propeller Is qeite independent of the other.
The engines are vertical, overhead beam, cnndensirg
engines, having comtnon Jet condensers, with veitical
atr pumps,one coudenser and air pump sa ving for two

enginos. Each cylinder is furty-Cve snd three-fourths
im h-i diameter by three and <-ns half feet stroke of
piston.
The crank shaft of each engine is forged separately,

with cranks and o. ank pins lorgrJ on. Those shafts aie

then connected together by a rigid coupling in such a

manner that the entire shafting to wich prt-jeUer du: Ing
a length of one hundred and eighty six feet is rigid
throughout. The brasses to these shafts are hollow, so

that water may circulate through them and keep the
journal* cool, mo engines are prov.uou wuu mo oralu;»rjr slice valve without cut-ofla, worked by the ordinary
Ftephensen link to cat off by lap at about half stroke
All the link* upon each eide are cotiuec od to a receiving
gear operated by a pair of reversing engines, very convenientlyarrnng-.td, so that one man may readily manage,
slow down,stop,-t rt or reverse the four engines at

tached to each propeller.
Forward of the boilers are two pntnpiog eogtuce

and pumjs lor feeing the boilers, also two engiurn
atlJiohei to each extremity of the seme shaft,
which extend- .cross the ship, and upon which
there I* to be a large fan blowerp drawing it,
supply of air down through bomb-proof gratings in
the bomb proo." deck ebove, rruiumg throughout the
lower pert of tbo veesel en ex eas o. proaeme. Ihis is to

causa in the furnaces of the boilers a powerful draught,
Independent of the height of the chimney, end through
oat other parts a thorough venti athm.

maims axn nam** num.

In rear of tlte boilers, attached to the idee of the
ebip, ere atrong ptate iiou lieuins, running fore and aft,
about fourteen foet up from the bottom. To th. ae are attachedOre plain iron girder frames, extending acroas the

ehip, and placed one immediately forward of the for
wsrd boilers, *ud the other four between each pair of
hotter*. Three fore and aft beams and athwart ship
(trder frames ere ve IT strong, and well calculated to

strengthen that part of the hull, besides being capable of
upporting any superincumbent weight that amy be

eight in niinlxT, Inrn.ed of pinto iron, each enemling
quit# acrww-the Teere:,arid firmly fliton ml to the aide#.
nerr the b U'-tn, and at a height of »bo t fourteen feet
hove it. 1h en engine fram<« ire aleo well calculated to

eupport any mi ired au, trine mb nt weight which it
may be dejirab.o to place upon ihcm nmiurhli a.

man MHMtimfti ro in tmira.
It now remaina to <*>mplet* a email portion of the

plating near the bow and elnrn; put In the beams
and decks, attach a to e and aft kemaon to
the the floor limbers aindshiii* throughout the
while lengtn of the Teasel, make the flue connection and
chimney Pi the boilers; e ni.eet the engines, and add a
fo«r wanting me ea; put in floor pistes to engino and fire
rooms m .lie and attach the pr-pell* shall bearets to
the outs.de of the rrsarl tuppiy the profiles; put In
tho .nqmred built heads apply the armor and Ibe machineryfor loading an working the guns, and to manufaetnrethe g ma tuam elras.

miss .a or pi-ass.
Ttcforn describing the p an* proposed f T completing the
csiMl, it is proper to state hat lie original prr>je< tor of

the vessel w. s the Isle Robert I. KP-vei.it, ls<| deceased,
and that bi» bro.iier, Kdwin A. StiTena. Irq, who now

prop roe to coin, icte it. ha- material y hanged the plu s
from what anpeais to hav been orlgioa ly intended. In
atoad of the vertical Rid above wator, clothed wi h
armor and pie. u«d with Run po. ta, which annua to have
henn the dealjfn of Robert U St vans, Uio plana preaenied
ta iia bear i n.a d November, ISfll, ml rc» mble Hie In
c ined armor plated alii|*. tlia dcAlgnaaf which liavo boon
patented in K gland bjr Otpiaiij Adderly Sleigh, In duly,
1H5H, and by Mr. J.<aiuh Jiioca, in N .v mhor, l»6», witb
th.' Important a*. option that m the I-jikiifIi I.ane tha In
clired iniur i* pureed with |..n porta, having an ordinarybattey. wl;li the g.na aud gunner* protected overhandby a numb-proof d«It; whe.am Mr Slovene place*
Ilia g iua' n the tup of the u .per deck, depending upon ibe
Immense elre for their own prntectt n.and for iha pro
taction of .h-. gunner* »n aim and ft then, the
training end load < ol the Jung to tie ac< ompllatn d by
novel arrang. rmuta of hIim machinery below lb', dock,
yet t be el .t itrated; the gtir* to b traine to a oertan

rr a t«»n and da re««*d itv. nty i egrci a, to bring ibe bo e
.1 lie Situ eti a Ight line with I bat uf u tui-am cylinder
helow, in !h p aton Ii.miI o| which .a .tllacbed a rammer
a id aiHinga
naw noTioN ami n iva i-aorowen roe nam 'rmn.arum
The pi-eao t plana of Mr. tevena for oempietli.g ilia

be b y, of wn.cb the followi R dcacrti t on la ilar.ve.1
from Iniurm olon, w th illuatiatlve dtawlngs, furniahod
u on call ( f the uard by htjn, c ut?fnp»t>? ay ordinary
deik forward and shaft tun ihaf.liluniy, fourteen feetrr. m

NEW YOB
the bottom, beneath which w'11 he coal, fro.- h sou salt
water tanks, and ; owd.r magazine*, an; ui on which will
be ealt water tanks, provision* and slieli noma. At
tw« Lty-ooe feel from the bottom a deck, which forward
and abaft the machinery will l>e bomb pi oof, by having
a botioin layer of pale iron one-half inch thick;at-, ve
Ibis a layer of wooden plat king ids inchoe thick, cove ed
with anoiher layer ot iron one incli tba-k Tina deck is
continued over the machinery, but in thie part ia of ordinarymaterial and strength.

nil AS20R ASOV1 WATTS.
Over this latter part of the twenty ono feet deck Is e"nstrucl-'dthe lnclu>e.l a:mor, extending from three r >«t bt

vendthe present side of the vessel to fourteen fuel Inboard,and seven feet high, giving an upper dock, uj* n
which the guns are to be placed, of twenty-three net
wide amid-hi] a. This inclined aimer is formed of
plata iron m seven laraimc, six of which are one inch
thick each, an I the seventh throe-quarters o, an inch,
malting the thick ess of iron six an I throe quarter Inches.
Mipp rtmg this ii on armor are iron h aim- e'ght inches
deep, filled In between with locust. Under theseuguin are
locust planks six Inches thick, matting in ml six iud tin coquarterinchea of iron and fourteen inches ol wood, r seed
at an angle of about twenty-seven degrees with the rizon.The forward and after ent a of what may be tc tned
the loading house, within this inclined armor, a.e enclosedby similar armor, inclined in aforo a.ul aft dlrac*Inn ».! It ,0 r.ru,n< ,,.H thtfl ,.t tt.la lli.l tit luaiilt.

ooe feet dick is bomb-proof.
The Hut deck uniting the upj»r edges of this inclined

armor m one hundred and twenty fe«t long, and in made
boiiib-proof by having, Orut, a layer of plate iron oaeb.lftuch thick beneath the b quits, between which i» iael
w.Hjden plaakir.g six inches thick, wli cli a^aiu receives
two layers of iron of three-quarters of an inch thic«ne-s
each. Through th.a deck the boaled pases from the
boilers rise between the bars of a bomb-proof grat tic, an
orumary smoke pipe rising above ihc i;ratlug, which is
to be removed, if desired, on g .ng into action.
Forward if the inclined armor upon the twentyonefeat bomb-proof deck are tha capstan for
weighing the ancbora and the quarters lor tbe
men. Abaft the armor, upon the same dock, aro
t e quartet s for the oBkors, cabin, ward and Hteoriigcs.
This bomb-proof deck and the inclined tidos of the ariuor
are covered with a light deck of two <nch planking, supportedby wooden beams five inches square and tw feet
apart, placed at such a height thac its upper side is flush
with the bomb proof platform upon which the gutis rest.
Tl.e euges of this light deck are suppoi tod by light iron
si. lea one quarter of an inch thick, running up vertically
from the outboard edge of the armor.

THS ARMOR Rr.OW WATKR.
From the twenty-one feet line downwards six feet the

sides of the vessel are protected by armor comp< sed flist
of oak timbers placed next to the iron plating of the ship,
having a thickm ss at its upper edge of three feel, with
a triangular c.oss section, such that its outboard side
forms a continuation of tho slanting side of the vessel,
wucb, up to this point of meeting the armor, has an

angle with the perpendicular of about twenty-sk degrees.
riuiu luu iwoiiiy-ouo mi uuc uowu uicwuvi BIUC ui tuio

oaken armor extends to a depth of thrco feet iron plat ing
two Inches thick, within wiiich, down to a depth 01 two
feet, is iron plating one and ou< -half inches 'hick, so that
the side armor of the vessel, extending thro glioutits*
entire length, consists of iron three and a haif inches
thick to a depth of two feet, and two inches thick
for one foot farther down, backed by solid oak
three feet thick at the upper edgo amidships, the
thickness gradually lessening as it ileecends, until at
six feet depth the iron sides of the vessel its«if are dependedupon. As the vessel will draw twenty one feet
wh n loaded with stores, ammunition and coal, the upper
e.lge of this side armor will bo on a level with the surface
< ; the water. Near the bow and stern the oaken part of
the side armor is not so thick as amidships, being two
te^t thick at its upper edge at forty feet from the bow
and sixty feet from the stem.

UB
There are to be two short masts of hollow plated iron,

arrange' with hinges near the deck,similar to those iu
the English steamer Great Western, ; o that they may be
lowered to the deck when g"iig into action,

TUX AUM.tMXNT.
The armament proposed consists of Ave 15 in. h Rodmanguns, weighing with their carriages 60.000 pounds

each, and two 10 inch rillod guns, weighing with their
carriages 40.000 pounds each. These, as before stated,
are placed upon the extreme upper dock, over the engines
and boilers. The deck upon which they rest is supported
by columns of wrought iron, which rest upon the engine
frames and the strong plate iron girders before do.se, ibel
< s rising from the bottom and sides ot the ship between
the boilers. These guns arc mounted upon carinigesof a novel construction, so a.ranged that
they may be trained to any point iu the
horizon by simplyrevolvinga vertical shaft, which parses
down through tne deck and is attached to steam machinerybe-ow. The upper end of the shaft terminal''*
in a T head or horizontal cross bar, whose length is equal
to the interior b. eanth of the gun carnages, between
this head, or cross b ir, a d the interior ends if the
car iuge are inula rubber springs forty inches long, and
wuru mu gim w an'U ll ifcci]ci;w:u, nu:uos|jr; ui.i'iuh

which have bean tried with a ton-inch gi n of 10,000
imunds weight, and a cliaige of powder o' eigbt-eii an 1
three-quarters i om< b, throwing solid Flit t weighing 134
poundH, end calcu'a:ions deduced frouithi in, that tbo
gun will recoil at a maximum twenty inches, or one half
the iergih of lie.' springs, and that the reaction of there
springs will restore the gun to the position which it occupiedbefo:a it was tired.similar springs upon tho oppo8'< side of the cross bar receiving the sin sit caused by
their reactsn

It is oxi acted there will bo ono man on this upper declc
iu time of uctiou to each nun. who wnl direct by appropriatesi. mils, or indicators, its haloing to those b -Iow,
and .tim and lire it. It is considered by Mr. Steven* that
guns of ti.it size will not bo injured oven wl.en struck by
tbo enemy's shot, this, however, is to bo tho subject of
ex;«rimcut before the completion of tho vessel, and
if an opposite result should be arrived at from
these trials they aro to bo protected by
wrought I on a<mor, in a manner about which be lias no
doubt, and that when a gunner sees a shot coming ho ran
stand on tho tnendly side of the gun for h.3 protection,
the carriage underneath the gun being made shot
p oof by wrought iron armor plates. When the gun is
to bo loaded, the gunner on deck causes It to be trained to
tho loading position, which In each case brings the gun
nearly in line with the keel; ho then depresses it about
twenty degrees, bringing its muzzle opposite a bomb
proof op. i tng in the deck corresponding in sizo and directionto the bore of the gas. Be ow the deck is a long
slender Bit am cylinder, having up' n the outer and upper
extremity of its'rush h rod a compound siionge and rum
mcr. The attendant admits steam to cither Hide or litis
piston an required and spt ngcs out the gnu; then the
ammunition. heing placed In a position near the muzzle,
is rammed home by tf»o steam rammer, alter which it is
elevated by the gunner above, trained upon the enemy
and tired.

WTimiil ST PARTI*1. SIXltTOC;.
When the vessel prepares for action with the enemy
he is settled to a greater than ordinary draught by the
admission of salt water, as follows:.

T vi.
Water to bs admittsd into tanks below two feet line.. 213

fio. do. interstices of the coal 350
Water to ho pumped up into tanks on deck 637

Total water for settling 1,10"
Only one half of this water is required w hen the ship is
a rem.y down to her deep load line b it the w b"le amount
is provided for,so thai she may be bro fcbt to the fighting
ilr; nght when her coal and provisions are ucarly out. This

tiling of the vessel is for the purpose ot adding to the
armor platca lbs protection secured by water against shot.

TO SV LI' tlTKn WITH OAS.
The versel is to be lighted with gas generated on board

by placing the retort in one of the boiler furnaces, in a
manner similar to that now iu usconboaid the forry bo. t
Hoboken.

FLOATATION A!TO STAtliUTT.
To determine the floatation and stability of tl>« Ship,

we have carefully camp ited the weight of the v sael and
ail that it is expected to put iu it, with '.heir centre
of gravity, the displacement of the vessel, the
centre- of gravity of displacement, and the height
of ihe metacentre. Thw displacement of the aide
armor is included in computing that of the vessel and the
extra beaut It gives the ship was considered in estimuting
the height of the mctarer.tre. The weights incuda tin m
of four hundred men and officers, provisions for thro*
months. ten th« sand gallons of tresh water In tenk.i, on*
hundred and twenty live wndi of phot and shall, one
hundred and Dftr rounds of powder, ai.d eight tow' d
tons of er.nl. I~he result of the calculations is as follows:.

i>a*r«.er or watts, Twarrrr ews rur.
ruplacrmnnt In cubic foet 188,249
Displacement In tons of 36 cubic feet each, tone.. 6,37* 6
Add for iron plating 18.5

Total displacement, tens 6,.".97 0
Area of midship sections, square feet 817.0
Area <X load water line 13,788.0
Iiisi lacement per inch at load lino, tons 32 8
Weight of loaded ship by computation 6.280 0
Add for contingent 117.0

Total waight provided for, tons 6,397.0
Depth of centre of gravity of loaded ahip, below

load water line, feet 6.40
Depth of centre of gravity of displacement, belowload water line 8.657
Hetghth of metareutre above centre of gravity of
displacement 10.536

data ma svnoiao or tu« roan or Tin vat-Hat.
Miiilhip Sertvm ,Area of Immertivn See

lligM DMinra
fiomfr>M A reai.

hnL-nm. Breadth. Bnu>. Square
ft.feet. Peel.

2161.0 20 61.0
2049 .8 40 136 8
1948.8 60 240 0
1847.8 80 260 0
IT46.8 100 466.0
1646.8 120 6>-4 4
It44.8 140 783.0

1443.8 160748.H
w «2.a i7wH

1241 8 200 817 a
1140 .8 220 80.1 4

1030 8 240 778.4
634.8 260 704.0

837.8 280 617 8
738 8 300 616 4
63A.8 XO 422 4

6>*«r 35 0 340823 2
433 8 300 224 2

332.2 340 120.6
2 24.0 40033 8

1 17 6 _ _

Having thug de»criiie.l tlm vesael ami Kg appurtenance*,
It remains to *tnt« the co*., tiino required for its completionMid the expediency thereof

00*.
The total coat of the v eaol complete (except store*) 1*

estimated to he (1,2x3,204 00
Ot tbi- amount there has already beeu puld
by the government 600.000 00

Ijeavmh' yet to tie provided for 783,204 00
Of this lat ter aunt Mr. Mtevcn* sutea.that he
has expanded from hi* own resource* toward*the cotnplitl n of the slop 228,436 87

I staving a* a r»|ire*entativaa of the amount of
wo. k yet to ho toue 664,868 13

Tti)* modnun *on com-tamo*.
Tlietlme required for completing the entire structure,

X HERALD, SATURDAY,
Ntiljr fur MTftM, is animated by Mr. 8t«vena at four
months from the date ci reonmmendrg tbe work,

urcnoui; y or o riu'ii^g hik.
The expediency of incurring I ho above expense to pro

docing euch a r »ss.ei as described!* only diuri.iiiu d hy
xau.i mg in detail the uiany novel characteristics the
WOL.d i IS.-. OSS.
She uill rsfrom the ordinary war vessels witii wh'ch

we are acquainted. First. in having long sli ndor en is.

Second, in employing two luds.endort p.opeUera w h
several engines attached to each. Thru, In de|w ditig
entirely uponstorce b.ower for the ventiditkm of tl o
lower part ot tlie vessel when Id annua, luurth. In
employing a heavier armament tbsn has ever yol lie u

put afic&i.and (mining and I «ding these heavy guua by
sl am machinery below the deotc, mani,.uIu!od b.-person*wbo do not nee (be gun*. Five, iu huvb.g tlugcui* exI-oserl to tbe direct fire of the enemy upon the too of, insteadof will.in, an iron clad ves.-e<. Sis, in sott ing ll.e
vessel when going into nctiou, and in wetal cither re.

sp. era which will develop themselves in tbe course of to s

report.
1. Tbe great let-gib of this vessel, compared with tbe

transverse strength, strikes a uautiial m 11 at c rice, mid a
careful Investigation cliar'y indicates thtl it would bo
tbe heighlbof pn.OVssioi.al imprudence to send such s vesselto sea. The action of tbe waves would cat se ber to
writhe and twist to sn oxtent that would soon ojiea tbs
setuns of her light iron sides. Her use, if completed,
would therefore be confined to the defence of tlie harbor;
her inconvenient length and ber draught o: water,which
roul! not Lie red .ceo to much lcea than nineteen feet.even
for tliie service, when fully ei|i;ii';ua, would militate
against her usefulness to a certain eatout.

2. The emph yraent of two independent propeller* inBleedof one would appear to |i veu great advantages In
c-flbcliug great rapidity of manoeuvres when In the presenceof the enemy. and wot.Id be all the more useful to
her for being compelled to confine her operations to the
defence of the harbor, the channels of which would be
rendered comparatively restricted by her great length
and draught of water.
The appiicatiin of more than two engines to one propellershall, arranged, as in the case of this vessel, to

occupy a considerable portfi n of its length, has its advantagesand disadvantages. It no doubt distributes over a

gienter area the reactive strains wbicb the engines bring
upon the vessel when they are in o,oration, but it also
anus to the flrsl cost of the machinery, the space occupiedand tbe isbor of attendance.

3. In ventilating tbe lower part of the vessel by nrtificluimeans during action, it must not bo forg. Hen that
fredh air is a co.istant necessity to human li e, and to
maintain it in this vessel there must bo always steam up
and the fan in operation.

4. Ono of the most important features of the vessel is
that of using very heavy guns. The Ave flfieen-inch
smooth bore and the two tun-inch rifle guns, throw fifty per
cent greater weight of metal, per broadside, than our
h< avieet forty-four gun steam frigates, aimed with heavy
Lah gren guns.

i. t being a part of the design of this vessel that these
gun.- ill be large enough for their own protection against
the snot of the enemy, it would be well to examine the

» i\f Knar h.rwn mimt hA t.h* maua t\t rfiiit iffill t.n

secure it against injury front such a source. The flfiecninchIt'M'man gun, now ... Fortress Monroe. ia lour
feet diameter at the brcsch, and two feet one
inch at the muzzle, is fifteen feet ten inches long and
weighs 4U.100 i-ouuds. Experiments were tried at Woolwich,in Knglund, in September. 1857, by flriDg from a

sixty-eight puunder, ninety-live hundred weight gun,
with a charge of sixteen pounds of powder, four wrought
iron shot, at a distance o! six hundred yards, and cast
iron shot at a d,stance of four hundred yards, at a target
composed of three east iron blocks, each eight feet long,
two feet high and two and a half leet thick.avuiage
weight of each block eight tons. They were placed one
ab»vc another, a grt ove being cast on the upper surface
of the upper block, throe inches deep by fouric. u inches
wide, to receive a corresponding projection in the under
suriace uf the block above it. This target was .supported in
rear by a rectangular mass, consisting of six heavy blocks
of granite, eacli block 4>£x3x2leet, leaving four and a l a f
feet of the centre of the target u.jsuppurted. 'ibis wall
of cast iron was struck ten times ana entirely destroyed.
(Ftde "Naval Gunnery," by General Sir Howard Dougjus;Ui'ih ec.ition, pp. 404 and 405.)
Thoie is no doubt in our tuitidb that the metal of the

Rodman gun is much stronger than that of tho cast iron
blocks forming the target above described.(for reason
of which see Notes on Sea Coast Defence," by Major
llama, d, United States Army, p. 30).but still the results
are go remarkable that until further experiments are I

tried, bearing more inimediuteiy upon the case, we
cannot consider any cast iron gun as proof aguinsl
tho assaults of hoavy ordnance when exposed, as 1
these are, to the direct aim of tno enemy, by bei .g ]
placed upon the ext emo upper deck of tho \e<scl, «

with neither bulwarks nor railing to screen them from
view, and with the necessity of belr.g trained to a i«osi- (

lion nearly in l.ne with the keel every time they are
loaded. Mr. Stevens lias stated to the Boai d that, if experimentshali establish that the guns are not thus, in
themselves, their own protection f om the eirect of shot,
he is prcpaied to clothe them with angular w/ought iron

~XUX 1.. U»l.l.n u.1'1 1 .a

6. The project of nettling the vessel down two feet he
yomi her deep load draft, when preparing her for action,
by acnoittiUK water fr om the sea to different compartmentsof the vessel, and, after the battle is over, elevatingh.-r again to the normal draft, by pumping the w-ttor '

out, is so remarkable a departure from all previoi a na> al
practice that the Baud has given the subject consider al> u j
attention in its various hearings upon practical operations.
Firstly, with regard to the com;ianmoms within the ves-
sols which are to rc o.ve this water. Tli" statement of
Mr. Stevens upon this )> iut is thai 213 lot s aietn t>« ad-
milted into lank- l> low two root rice. N« w, th fc tank8
arc neither more nor less than th_- spec>s between ihe
floor timbers of the ship, or, in other words, the bilge, a

jiart ot the vessel that every prudent C"iiiluai,Uei keeps as
i ee from water as jKjssible; but,aside from this, it is w o.i
known that thebilge water, of steamers especiail', i- e-u

tantly liable to choke the pumps, on account o; tire debris
contained in it,so much so that in all good steamship* severaldifferent pumps are arranged to pumpi'rcm the bilge,
not so much with the expectation that they will ail be requiredtil once as that some of them may certainly he In
good pumping order.
The statement of Mr. Stevens further Is, that three hundredand fifty tons are to bo put into tho inters!ices of

the coal, 'this we regard as highly impracticable. To
snv nothing of the impossibility ot gettiug coal frcra ilia
bunkers while they are full of water, the dilbcu.ty of
again pumping the water out. filled as it woulu be With
small partial'* und dust of the cu«l, entirely precludes. in
our opinion, the use of that part of tho ship for such a

purpose. Mr. Stevens proposes to use a kind of pntnp for
(his purjiose which, It would appear, has worked very
well for similar purp< ses in civil engineering. Itsnppll
cation to vesselk-of-wnr. however, is novel, and it ts liable
therefore to the objection of all untried projects.

;<lhj.The quarters for tho men and officers nro

up>u the bombproof deck, which is about on a level with
thr surface of the water at the ordinary deep load
draft, and would therefore be about tw feet l*e!<iw it
wheu the vessel war iu action. The s.des sbo\ e tliis deck
are made 01 tUm iron, uasny pc floated by the lightest
a ti.lei ft eo that a heavy rhotm ward or SMft tin- |. -uitngbouse, making a large pr!oia,i>n near the >»atei lin",
w nld iliod this entire deck, add lap immediately an
eno mous weight to the vessel for which tin prov i: ion
has been made. But one consequence could follow such
a oisastei.the ship wnu.d sink.
From tlic-e considerations it is very clrr.r to us thnt

whatever theoreiicul excellence there may he in partiallysinking the vessel fur h^r boiler protection in timo of
action with an enemy, the pians here proposed for put
tit s th project into execution arc entirely itnpractlcablo,
ai u woul never bo reeorteil to by any prudent con.
mender.
hi It S<d Ht mclxstlt 8TT0SO TO SI PI'OKT tps ai'xok.
Tin sidesol tho vossel above the fourteen foot lico liavo

no extra su jport beyond tli--.se usually applied t«. a merchantsteamer; and yet in tho proposed plan ihi v arc to
sustain tho weight of tho side armor i.nd tho upright
si e. which rises from its outer c.'gr, which
ani'a.nt to 250 tons ; adced to thin is -itshalfthe "pper Inclined armor, whlrh protects
the tides of the loadinr b< uso under the gups, making togetherSOO tons to be t Mried by the upper edg.s of heso
light ove-hanging sides, without any extra provision* beingmad.' to carry any ostia woipbt wbalcter. Tbis
strikes us as a NHIMhdeicct, which H wo.-, d be dill!cultto remedy In r.nj manner, even If the buoyancy was
sufficient to cany the added weigh' of each remedies.

Brut'war or th* shmoh.
Aside from tho above defect there can be little do :bt

but that tl.n loading h uso isefllcienily protected against
tbo heat iett ordnance now ationt in any parlor tho world.
Above water the armor Is fifty per rent thick*' Had
tbit which ia applied to the k'rrrch and English Iron civ:
\ eaaels, am; maUau ot being placeu at right angle* to the
line of direct lire la at an ocutaangle with it.an immense
acvar.tagti in altaUiiug ltopregr ability.
The side armor, who a it Jons this upper loading hone*

portion, Ir well calculated to protect the t nee I, u the be
kept at all iinna down to the loaded <1. aft hut forward
of ible during u length r.f lie tcet, and nbai t lor a Ungth
ol 13« feet, we regard U as very deficient In having the
Iron piaiing placed In au Incliued position, while the
oaken backing only supports It horizontally. Although
the eh t cornea in a hoi i/ontal direction, the pressure uponthe plating is at right angler to its surface, and, thuro
fore pa;tlahy upward, the result would he that the Iron
would give way for want of proper aupportin thedi.eclloo
whore the support was needed. This would not admit
the first shot that strike* this armor to the uilciiir of
the vessel b«'K>w the lx-mb-jwoof deck, but there we;M
be very little protection ngmn. t the next shot which
struck near tho aumo puce.

rowan amd si aair or rov vaaeih.
In designing ilie power «>l' the teasel, and determining

the amount oi steam power w hich should lu< j lac.d in
her, great at' rilicca hava a made to attaiu tho vory
tin pur cut desideratum 1A a war steamer.high speed

It is claimed by Mr. Stevens that l or machinery is capsuleof excrliuk a p"W*r of R.fcsr luu oos. and that this
will give her a r|>*ed of twenty ty-a ini.os per hour.
griaiei, it, is bellotad, than thi.t rf any war staauo i ,n
the wor d.

Aitb ngh, fur reasons already slated, the sphere of
action ol the tes.-ei woul I necessarily be confined to
lilt! aeianre 01 inr uiwior, wihiiv grini tpeeu
for miy illFtance would not I'O required, but where, neverihcloss,e high sw>'t, even Tor a very short distance,
rr,ikI't, when manu-ni riiik against au enemy, la of no
men*e advantage. Intiocd, the great power claimed
wo. In bo of very groat advantage simply when applied
to the propellers In opposite directions for tlie purpose of
tin tone mourn! quickly.
To obtain thia power of 8,COO horses it Is proposed to

carry within the boilers a pr»ssmeof fifty pounds per
sq sre huh, and to run the eng.res eevouty-tlie rnvolutloiisper mUnite.
With the above pressure er.1 revolutions given tiio

power would bo obtained: but prudent engineers would
net place the limit of maximum pressure to lie at any
time carrion upon boilers of this description ut higher
titan twenty five pounds per fo> are inrh. Not the
slightest cb.t ctlon Is urged ag.tnst the use of steam of as

high a pressure as IIIXy pounds per equate inch, how
ever, even when, as in this case, etilt water is to be used
in the boilers, b cause, a» fai as the la'ter condition could
be brought as an "b|ectlon, It IS rspitod that s ich a \ r- S
sure an>l the rcr,tiling power would only be roqulred for
a short time at probably gr.-wt Intervals, but it high
pressure Is desired, boilers strong enough to carry it
with perfect safety should always be provided.
With regard to running th-se ongiuce st a

sped of seventy five revolutions per minute,
it will be remembered that each system
of cienk shafts baa eight bearings, or one el
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each engine frame, and that aith.v gh the P*rt which
rtcelvi a the power or each engine lu»« oeeu fuTjed eiparatelyudb '.be others, thay ero c> pled rigidly fc JJa'ther,
.i.i.' g orhot ii virtually a ai.ige itgld mnlrafaf* <*

fifty three l.ei la length, with >ignt beet tugs. Koch df
lLade bearing:* are »<> arrange.I ibul it may La I lrn aa
cu a pivot, both in a but lane ml and a verti* al direction,
which would be a very u-tf I quality If there were but
two beam gH.us tl.an .be axiaol each could a'waya point
tow&rdaib oibt i ,uo m&uer in whittdl octicn the crumplagof the #h:p would move them. But it ia clear that
uLcra there arc mietli.m two, each bearing mudt raDiainin a fixed j-cettion, rr their axis will not be In a
atrai Ut Hue. B1 t ho»« henrit ge, ext'-n eU over eo great
n length of the viaset. would, when Ui1 fill power of the
engiuee were u(o:< thoio, depart mate tally from the
n.ughi line wbkh perh.v* existed v lien in a al ale of
regt, anil the remit would be that tic journals of the
tfl .l'ta would bo cramped in their bear! gs to an extant
bet would uouio tbeiii to h in; l.eyiLdtli power of wator

to keep tin m eool, when running at a h.gher apecd than
to. ty revolutions pe; minute.
There would l)e little or no difficulty, however, in overc-1.,iugtliia defect 1 v substituting movtab.e for the rigid

c« plli gs between iho ui ank-rhafu of e tch .reparole on-

2iu*. U ith tins irusi.tlcunon llit-ro would tie iioii.i n;iutv,
as iur at the tnachimrj was concerned. in running thera
eighty rovolui,una r robots. I in ower cf d,60u horses
wuu.d, tiioraloi e, be mu'.iip'ied it. !> s :.
The mean effective givrsuio per a e inch upon th*

piston, when carrying fif.y pounds of -i ani hi the boilsis,
was Hity pounds, in tho «al ulat'ont if Mr. SUve&3.
Me n ca'ryiug twen.y fi>« pounds n the boilers, lliis
would b« twenty nine pound.., which would ihorelore

80X29
give bfl.OOOX a 6,320 horses power. Even this aliow76.X60
ancefives the boilers credit for the excellent perforraaiico
of producing < ne horse power for every live and one-fourth
Square feel cf Are surtmce.

If, therefore. 8,600 horses power would produce a

speed of twenty nu.es an hour, that of 5,SIX) horsos
2 a i.U.O

power would give F20X..-17 miles; nearly.
8,000

With regard to having allowed in this modification of
the power an increased number of revolutions with a
lessened pressure, it may be proper to sta-e that the propc.leishave not yet been designed, and it will only be
necessary to give a less pitch to tiisra than would have
boon required with the greater pressure.

1>AH1I.1TY TO FIRE IN A 1.1 NB W1TO THE EXEC.
One of tho important fcat'irss claimed for this vessel

is, that each of Iter guns may sweep the horizon without
changing the direction of the ship; that she would advanceupon the foe with her unrivalled speed, firing her
enormous guns in a direct line with her keel as she approached..Similarly, that If chased by a superior fores,
site could retire rapidly at tho same time .hat nearly her
wholu armament was sending back its destructive shot
and shell.
Ihe armament, considered by Itself, is certainly as well

arranged for fli ing several guns in a lino with the keel as
in any other direction ; but it will bo rememberedthat, forward of tho guns, forming the
quarters for the men, and abaft them, formingquarters for the officers, is a light wooden
uci k made of two inch planking, supported by wooden
beams five inches sq-are, placed two feet apart. Every
artillerist knows what would become ot this dock upon
firing i ho first 410 lb. shell across it a distance of 120 foot.
It would he ditnollsheit, and so a so would ihe same deck
where it extends over thn inclined armor, when the
guns wore firel m broadside. But here It would not he
of so much import mce; the deck and .he light sides
Which support it c aid be dispensed with, and might well
be left out in the construction cf the vessel; but the dock
forward andabnltaro necesslti s, an would bj destroyed
by any prudent commander only when driven to the last
resort. She wo< Id he compelled, therefore, to lay her
broadside to tho mc-my, e.vjostng to his fire the full
length of each gun every time It was placed in position
for loading.

CONCtCSION.
In conclusion, we beg leave to express our highest appreciationof the objects Sir. Stevens has apparently had

In vlow when planning this vessel.the most powerful
battery, tho highest spoed, aud the m st thorough protectionof any vessel yet produced.and our rcg ot that
the plans of tho vers 1 «? presented to us would not, in
»ur opinion, accomplish fully and cotnp.ettey th« ends
proposed. Wo look with tho deepest interest upita every
addition to the efficiency of our navy cf whateve" character,and gladly hail every improvement oniric to any uop.irtmontbfit; but at the samo titno wo cannot rccomaicndthe expenditure of important sums of money upon
projects of more than doubtful success when put into
tractical execution, and. therefore, wo do not deotn it
IxpSulcnt to complete th;s vessel upon tho plana proposed.
Ail of which is submitted by, very respectfully, your

ihcdieut servants,
S. H. STltlNGHAM, President of the Board.
\VM. Id MAX, Commander.
TlliK A. BoRNlN, Captain IT. S.N.
AI.BAN C._fcTIMKK3, Cbivf Engineer U. S-^N.^

lUUE. IliUtSJX W IU« -«»IJ , 1IMUiii£t<".n,1>. G.
Attached to tho foregoing ts the

ltkrOKT Ok IEOF. HENRY.
I readily concur with the other members of tho Board

>f Commissioners In the statement given tn 'lie foregoing
rejoi t, to tl.o ondttion of tho v» sr. I, «g it now is, and
in reference to tin- general account of tho plan promoted
by Mr. Stove s for tinishing it, as well as in tha statementgiven as to the amount of money end length of time
which would be required to complete the vessel in accordancewith the plans proposed. I also h>gbly apprer.tatetho objects Intended by M-. Stevens, and the landabi"ndeavors which he nas exhibited to improve the derencs of our harbors. But 1 cannot, with my present
Itnov. edge, concur in tb« decided opinion expressed by
the i tii r in uiih'-rs of the Board In regard to the expedietcyf ug the vessel.
h i'r i; i. .aihvsiaiid the design of Mr. Stevens, it is

r.ot to v *ii :! e operation.: of tlie battery to Inner harb.iiSjhut.-.j t » empioy it in outer harbors, and especiallyin tho waters immediately beyond, and therefore
the important pruhirm to be solved is, whether the vessel
can be link-died tu conformity with tho cencral plan proMMlso an to withstand the waves of the M to winch
tho may'bus be subjected. All the material objections
which nave been brought against the plstuiof Mr. Stevens
are, in my opinion, m-rgod in tlii« one question; and
from a due consideration of all the facts which have thus
far been presented to me. 1 a;u not convinced that it cannotbo solved. un the continry.it appears to me that,
although tho verse! may not be a convenient or safu ship
for long voyages, she might be msdo of suilicieut streng'b
to with tand the exposure to which she would be tubJeoted,and to efficiently perform tbe acr\ .re required, if
requested to do s;>, 1 will furnish tho reasons for thta
opinion at cczne future lime. Kespcc'.fuliv submitted.

JUsiil'U H£NKY.

THE NAVY.

THE BROOKLYN NAVY YARD.
o»n» Tlini'llt P. AMm.'ft Tlltf ItVOHk'MKN A PfiKTlrtN n IP

THEM RETURN TO TUF.TK W IIEli.NEW VESSELS IN
COMMISSION, ETC., ETC.
Wo publishod yer.tcrday tho fact that a great majority

or the wo, kuirn employed in the llrooklyn Navy Yard
bad deserted their woik iu on**<|ucn( e of the luio liw

patted by Coogrosts relative to increasing the hour*, ami
decreasing the pay of the rr.cti employed at tho various
government yards. The strik'*, as it may be properly
termed, threatened to he a very serious affair at the outset,but from present appeal mrea, It will, probably, end
to tho men coming to their sausca and returning to
their duties. Yesterday a groat number did so,
but many refused to work until the government
should agree to their terms.i. t., the old system.Among those who absented themselves at

roll cail yesterday were a number of caulker?,
carpenters, kr. Many of them hung about the gates and
'n the ne.ght orlng taverns, diseasing the merits of the
case, and workmg themselves up to a terrible pitch of
wroth against those who were, according to th.lr idea,
opprateing the jsor. Norn* regarded It as an initiative
step tu still further decrease the pay of the men. Rome
fnw that our reporter conversed with appeared morn reasonablein their conclusion., and would, no doubt, roturn
to tbsir work as soon a? an example was set them. It is,
we under*."nd, thn Intention rf the amhorilter of the
yard to adopt the usual rules of the yard, and If a workman<t.s*e not no.*or to l.'.a name after three days, hie
name Is strlckenjrom the roil and a new person appointed
iu Ins place. This method w»tild n<> down bring (Do
men to thoir senses quicker than anything else cooid pos
Rtt.ly do. It is a bad policy for men to act so at tiro presenttime, and many will have to regret it.

The nek-gates fr»tn 'he other navy yard* who came <m
hern disclaim any intention to create a strlko or any
trouble, but my that their dcMrcwa* to create a combined
movement 0:1 the ) art of all the yards to protest against
the action of C« ngrrss. "lfl.ts the matter stands, and wo

hope that everything will be arranged amicably.
The work at the yard yesterday was, ot courso,aflbct*d

by this unfortunate strike, but still a g">d deal of busli.e-swas tiim n- led. lho brig Iiohlo left the yara and
went down tno bay. Several schooners are taking on
hoard arinmr-nt. Ac. They are Intended to loin I'orter's
expedition. I'ho largi-mortars they carry aro rrry formidablein tlioir appearance, and will prove a teirlble engineof warfare.

Ti e stearin re Sumter and Western World wont into
commission yesterday. The following arc the ofheors, as
far as -.oportod:.

TMK SCWTKR.
Mentnriant Comm.mdlng fho*. Pattlson.
LieiitOhant Henry Jl. Heely.
Artlng Master William Mates.
Attut Master Levi Crowell.
Act.'a l.'aait.r John ('. Hutch.
Acting Assistant Surgeon....K phen II. ftrown.
Actiuit Ast. Psy't's Clerk.. ..Edward Clarke.
Acting Master > Mate Frank W. Tuiner.
Act my Master's Mite,,, Kobert F Rust.
Acting MasterV Mate William Henry.

WSaTERX WOR1 f.

Acting Master Commanding. .Samuel ft. Gregory.
Acting Master ft. 11. Hottieglll.
Acting AssistantSurgeun....Oswald Warner.
Actit g Master s Mate John Ross.
Acting Master's Mote loi n If. Hilly.
Acting Ma.-tei > Mate Jo-e.-pli Gregory, Jr.
Acting Second Asst. Engineer.CP- «. II, thceuubro.
Acting Third Asst. Engineer. .< h .s Sinclair.
Acting Third Asst. Engineer..}!. WonUn.
Artitig Tiilrd Asst. Engineer. .Th"s. J. ksnonl.

Contemplated Reception of the Union
Prisoner* In Baltimore*

TUinanai, -Ian. .1, inn.
Arrangements aro being marie to give lbs llboratnd

I'uinfi prisoners, who sr* expected to arriea here tomorrow,gr.«ii<l reception. Tliers will be a military
escort, and our Union oitlsen* will also melts a demonstration

LE SHEET.

NEWS FROM PORT ROYAL

Arrival of the TransportsRoanokeand Cahawba*

THE BRITISH STEAMER FINGAL,
&C.| &C.j ftc.

The United States tran*[>ort Caltawba, J. B. Baker commander,from Port I'.oyal Deo. 30, at six P. M., arrived
h i a yosrerday morning at j>ne o'clock; but, in consequenceof tbe pale, we could not board bor until sunrise.
Mi* stilted in company wilb the steamship ttoaooite, wticn
n't o arrived yesterday morning January 1, at ono

M. ,lat. 30 14, Ion. 76 14, passed sioop-of-war Cumberland,
cruising; 2d, at four P. M , off Bamegat, passed steam
boat SomhiTeld, bound south.
Tm-ro is nothing of interest to report from Port Royal.

The Cahawba exporlenood for the last twenty-four hours
a heavy pale from north northwest.
Tb3 i'ahawha brought the following passengers:.
Captain ann crew of the Frances Henrietta, one of the

tone "eet; R. Revere, Martin Schwarts, one offlcor and ,
six sick seamen of the navy.
The fohowing is a list of the vessels in port:.
I'nited States flagship Wabash, gunboats Florida, Pembina,Ottawa, I'uiidilla. Isaac Smith, Mercury, O. M. Pettit 1

and Ellen; rlmc-shlps Courier, Relief, twelve ships or the <
stone fleet, transport steamers Ocean Queen, Vandcrbilt, ,
lion l«for<i, Mutitnzas, Oriental, Cosmopolitan. Boston,
Delaware, May (lower, Winllold Scott, Locust Point, l'olo-
mar, N. Sen do Regla: ships (Ve n, Express, Golden
Eagle, 'Vnas Coffin; barks Magnolia, Fanny Ealer, Charles ,
hcen.TiXaa; brigs J. P. Elliott, N. Stowers; sclmonerg
Annie E. Martin, T. I. Hill, Hello of tbo Buy,Shark, J. T.
Wii urns, licleno, J. Sattorthwaite W. G. Audenried, E.
Clark. R. Mi.ler, J. M. Vnnco, R. W. Allen, E. English,
Aid, Susan V. Abbott, C. M. Neal, lewis Chester, Preston,
Sa-ah E. Ctillen, Snowflako, J. Erambos, Anna Maria,
Ji loulight, Fanny Keatiug, Americus. Alex. Young, K. J.
Mercer. P. HuIso. E C. Knight, Spray, J. 0. Stillo, VirginiaPrice, William Mazyck, Bella Peck, Blackbird, A.
M. Aldrlch.
Wo are Indebted to the kindness of Mr. J. J. Penault,

pcrsor of the United States transport Cahawba, from
Port Royal, and to Mr. D. McPougal, master's mate of the

Ottowa, for papers, memoranda, ko.

OUR HILTON HEAD CORRESPONDENCE.
HiLTO.f Hkad, fe. C., Dec. 30.1861.

Movement* of the South Atlantic Squadron.Reemnoissance
in .he South E-listo River.A Small Skirmltk with the
Enemy.A Negro Colony Orgunited.The British Steamer

Ringed,.Military Affaire.A Brand Review.Stone Laden
VaocU Sent to H'ajsaio Inlet, tfc.
Tlie South Atlantic blockading squadron, under Flag

Officers. K. Dup<>nt, continues to manifest the utm <st activityand efficiency. .Sot a single vessel that can in any
way be made available is allowed to remain Inactive Tor
a cay. The gunboats and light draft vcsst ls come in here
when it is necessary, and, after accomplishing their objects.generallyto coal or Uko In water and provisions.
are Immediately despatched by Flag Officer Pnpont
to different joints, where they aro to maintain a vigorous
blockade or to explore the streams loading iuto the mainland.Hardly a day elapses that one or moro vessels do

not come in, bearing most interesting report* of reconnaissancesor engagements with the rebels, invariably of
the meet cheering character.

I have already reported the sloop-of-war Pale, Com_
manner W. T. Truxton, as being at Otter Island, St. Hole
na Sound, whore sho is engagod in blockading South
Edlato river and supporting our forces in the battery on

that island, which, by the way, has been greatly
.J J J.-J -I.-. |~..., v..

nui'Ilgt liaut'U UiU ituuoiw simuni iiu;>. ...»

troops there, under the supervision of Lieutenant
0 Rccrka, of the United States Engineers.
Commander Truxton is rapidly becoming acquainted

with the rebel positions in the country about him,
their strength and the best modes of getting
at tbeu with prospects of success. He gains
this knowledgo through boat expeditions, which havo
b 'on quite succ-ssful thus far, and which frequently de

velope curious facts. Last Thursday, the 26th, Colonel
Thomas Welsh, Forty-Qfth Pennsylvania Volunteers, commandingthe other Island, informed Commander Truxton
that a small schoonor had boon observed cruising about
In the South Ertis'.o by his picket guard on Fenwirk
Island. Commander Truxton despatched, on tho following
morning, the launch and first cutter with the marine

guard, under the command of Acting Master William
Otttwell and Midshipman Silas N. Terry, to hunt up and,
if possible, capture her. The boats were gone all day,
and made a successful recounoissance of tho banks of the
river, besides having quite an interesting and exciting
interview with the rebols, although they did not svo the
schconor. Passing by Raccoon and Bailey's islands.
whichappeared to bo deserted, uunougu iu pocicci goou
rdcr, Mr. Ottiwell landed his inon at I'luo Island to rest
them after their long and fatiguing pull. He found a

large deserted house there, and immediately occupied it,
ifler throwiug out his pickets to guard against suiprue.
While the ruen were at dinner a carriage was observed
by the guard going through the woods at a rapid rate.
Pursuit was Immediately given by Mr. Ottiwoll at the
h'-ad of his marines, but without success. A cart partiallyhaded was found near, with tbo horse attached,
and all about him he saw evidences of a iate and hasty
flight of the occupants. The negroes had reported to
him that Governor Ailcln's bouse was it little further up
the river, and I. determined to look a*, that. So. a,; tin
entering the boats, he proceeded up the river, and soon
sa w th>- houso reforrod to by the negroes. Approarhing
within tilty or sixty yards of the house, a couple
of men in the uniform of officers s: sppod.out of tho iloor
of lha house, and Joined a white woman, who was ob-ervedstanding on the porch. They bore muskets, and
evidently lu<d e< me designs upon our mon, a* they very
coolly placed their weapon a upoa the railing of the
porch, and in a moment after tbey had been Joined by ten
or twolve soldiers, also armed, they hulled our boats, and
Invited Mr. Ottiwell to land. 'Ibe latter very naturally
iemtired, "Who are you?" and the reply that they weru

'pit kets of the Fourth South Carolina regiment'' not being
satisfactory, although tho ofi'cers ogam cried out,"Come
111 shore, I toll you,'' Mr. Ottiwell not ac< opting thoir
Wind invitation, the wlioio body poured a volley luto the
b ats, au l thou took to the trees. They then coutinuod
their tire, without damage to us, until the howdx' r of the
launch was discharge*, at them, as well as the muskets
of the ni.iHnet and boat crews, when, finding it too
Tartu work, tlivy ran and got beh id the Louse. Mr. Ottl
well pot a shell into the house, winch exploded, and the
chivalry took to their leels. and made a straight linefor
the negro ipiarte. s, i« mile diataut, followed by cannlater
nt .1 «l,..|ls from tlie howitzer, which matcrlallv accele-
rated their progress. .\u more acccah being seen, Mr.
i ttwo.I returned, without a man or boat touched. Ills
thought tliut s jch visitsM that will koep the blood of the
rebels In circulation, ami prove to thero that Commander
Trait' ii is not inclined to lay iuacllve while they are in
his neighbor! ood. Some very Interesting facts were developedby Mr. Otllwell, which are of interest only to
the naval and military authorities
The gunboat Sen. os, under tbo command of Daniel

Amnion, Lieutenant Commanding, hoe bo. n the row
dav« oast In and about tiro waters of North
lid.-.to harbor ur:d fiver. Commandor Ammen keeps a

sharp |r.<>kr.-ji for rebels, and frequently throws a lew
shells into the house* on the river, wlo n occupied by the
enemy's cavalry, who inlcst not only tbo mainland, but
Wadnr.law, Johns and North Edisto islands, sin. *cem to
be no pie) in driving the negroes into tlio interior. On
tiro CGih (emmandor Amnion shjiltd iho house of a Mr.
htrg on tho rtver honk, and also a wood on White Point,
v hore there Is a cav.di y eamp. The result of the practice
was ve<y happy. 'Jlie rebels tied irom both points in tho
most rapid manner, with the Iocs of ono man killed nud
one wounded. Hie rebels have reinforced the atx-ve
pouts, by throwing In nearly a thousand men, and the
neg oes report th.it eight hesvt gins had been brought
f o ii<'bail sti.li,two of which had been transferred it an

unknown point. No doubt the enemy Intend Pi oust ruel
a lie-ivy battery at Wl.tlo Point, whiuh protects In a rneasiretant approach to Charleston. Vo.-tur. uv A bite
i'olnt an-' the tvods about it wore shelled bj tho 8ene< a
nod the Penguin,under command of Li. utrtiAi.I CommandingIbi.UI.and titty cavalry put to tiigbt. Commander
Auorien lias h.. n able to asc-ud the river to a point
which is only a short distance ol:'Charleston. Troops could
easily march fr- m It t the city In six hours. More of this
he- eafler On Bots.-y Hay Island Is Iho negro settlement,
h cite by s, for tbo bcnellt Of coutrabaiids. and l.ioutnn-
mil Bt'dd, or tint !vn£um,wno giia.-us u, n.ta now me
care o( between scrim ar.d nluo hundred of men,
women ami children, who tc> m t<> be happy
cuuugh In their colony. No coinon suiters from the
no mlUal South' in ronfitleraiy are a milled or roe' gidzed
by this j outtifiilconurnnlty, and they <! n't propose, as I
y t.in hold tllpl* mall' int rcn rac with uny nation s.ivo

tht United Mati n, the Menecu brought down In day
tlirw prisoners from the Pnog In.wl.o were r p!vr>d by
fb v < (,! (» I en KdWn kin nit n vnk inn. Tho fcl.ow'a
(whits) cumo trim the mnmlatul to got furniture, anil
ahoul (illy ni gri os surrounded them nod n. t'le tl»«m prisoners.The negroes uro loyal, they nay.and of course
dcllvi red their pt iminors to Omunindir Uudd, w ho t<>ok
care of them and sent litem ho e. Tho Mmth Carotins
negroes arc so tnio, yon know, nd would tight lor thnir
masters Bo qtoekly, ns wo hsvo all heard; and, to prove
It, I adduce the above Inst nee. Certainly they ore

rupldly learning, aud if the war la-la until luivt .tunethe
r. he is will bo apt to realize the fact in n t'rtble inuimor.
ir tie Insurrectionary ti reh not kindleil by that lime
tho nogroos must ce..se scqi Iring knowledge; and how is
It to he prevented/ Captain tinmen discovered to the
rami, In the do-erled woiksof t,e enemy on lidisto.ine
hundred and forty one 8 Ir. n sheas, loaded and with
fnsea !», ready for action. Tho fus.'S will be withdrawn,
but the shells are of a |s>or tp a tty, as ate the inset.

Frt.tn Warsaw, whets tl»« Maiy Anderson and IYnihlna
are. thmo Is no nuws. Tlie Fl gul is a' Thunderbolt, five
trtVee from 8avan ah, finable to i tin the Mm kittle t he
can neither gst out n >r toturn to thavlty, unless she tinker'sfor the latter movement. we have bar pretty
close, and she must be luvlsiblulo sharp oyer. If she ru-jt
out.

In military affairs there a but little transpiring worthy

A
of not#. General Sherman haa been engaged the pari
^. ek in reviewing and inspecting the troop, in the dapartiC®01!nd 1 bfl'ers that he haa found them ootni aralivelytftJ disciplined and efficient. A. a general thing
they hare been *P° much engaged upon the fortlfleatk-al
to allow them time td drill. But, note Uhstanding all the
drawbacks, they bare attaiued a good dual of efficiency
aa soldiers and promise great things for the future. Gen.
Viele's brigade was inspected and reviewed by General
Sherman last week. They evinced a good state of dti-ctpliue,and went through the morementa In a commendablestyle.
The Forty-seventh New York, under Lieutenant

Colonel Fraser, was complimented for Its promptness is
carrying orders with execution. Certainly the regiment
did very well. General Viole la determined to make his
brigade the best In the division, and I doubt not, if any
man can, that he will.
General Sherman reviewed Colonel Serrell'a Engineer* *

yesterday, and was greatly pleaded at their proticlrncy
of drill itntl soldierly bearing. This regiment is the most
valuable In the division. It has accomplished wonder*
here, and could not bo spared for a moment by Captais
Gilmore, Chief of the Engineers here.

I iearn thut two old whalers have been sent to-day ts
Wa: saw, to stop up tho channel leading rrom Savannah
to the Sound, This will effectually blockade the Fingal.

OUR NAVAL CORRESPONDENCE.
TJvitzd States Gvuooat Mskcuht, Dec. 30,1801. ..

A New Naval Expe-iitv nan the Tapit.Eti ape of a RA\
Privateer from Charleston Harbor.Health of the South
Atlantic Squadron.Officer* of the Mercury, etc.
Our little boat, which has mado itsell so conspicuous

lince Its advent in those "seoesh" waters, more especial*
j ut tho commencement of the bombardment or Forts
Uoourcgard and Walker, where, It will be remembered,
we made tho first and most daring reconnaissance of the
snemy's position Since then we have been actively
>nd constantly engaged in the good cause, for which ws

ire ever ready to sacrifice our lives when necessary.
Sow, however, all Is quiet throughout tho fieot. with the
exception of the preparations attending tho fitting out of
the launches, first and second cutters of the flagship 4

Wubash, and four light draught gunboats, together with a
large number of troops, which are destined for BulPs
Island.as near as we can calculate. The oxpeditina
loaves here to-morrow at an early hour. The greatest
enthusiasm exists among nil engaged In the affair.
The rebel privateer Itabel succeeded, alter several

fruitloss attempts, in running tho block ido off Charleston
on last mux'puay uigui. hj raaivi- manors iou v cunvu«9
ihere wero eleven war vessels olTth.it harbor at the time.
Win gunboat Pocahontas wus despatched in pursuit, but
without success, the Isabel being far the faster of the
two. Ouo more horuet let loose. The health of this statiouis remarkably good, considering the weather. We
are all on the qui trive as to the result of to-morrow's expedition.
The following are tho names of the officers of our UUla

vessel:.
Acting Master in command.S. J. Manton.
Master's Mate and Executive Officer.Lewis J. Kane.
Master's Mat. .Jos. Seamill. J
Engineers.John Romruder and J. G. Bolander.

MILITARY JWOVEMENT^JIN THE CITY.
DEPARTURE OP THE NINETIETH REGIMENT,NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS.
This regiment will, it is expected, leave for the South

at nine o'clock this morning. Their destination will
moist probably bo Key West, Fla. The heavy baggage
was sent on board the steam transport Illinois yester "

day, and tho regiment will embark on board tho
same vessel at an early hour this morning. For
tho last two weeks they have boen stationed at *

ragtie William, Governor's Island, where thny have been
da.ly exercised In all the usual military tactics.
Mr. U'm H. Walker, the Trustee of the regiment,
visited tho island yesterday and presented the men
with two pairs of white gloves for each one et
them. The presentation took place in the aftonKxn, on
which occasion Mr. Walker informed tbo men that ho
would take t barge of all remittances which thoy should
foraard for the support of their wives and families. Tho
line band of tbo regiment, under the Icade ship of BandmasterKoswoll, performed several natior al and patrtotlo
sirs, and the man seemed highly pleased with the pros- .

peel or being brought in a short time In contact with tho
would be destroyers of our glorious Union. #

\

THE FIRST REGIMENT OF THE IRA HARRIS
GUARD CAVALRY, COL. 0. DEFOREST.

Captain A. P. Oreen, Senior Captain of thia splendid
cavalry regiment, will leave for Anapolls, where the regimentis now encamped, to-day, at two o'clock P. If., end
will talis on a batch of recruits and some horses. The
Captain leaves a sergeant, who will still continue to take
good men, of unblemished character (for none others need
apply), at No. 10 Centre street.

IRISH BRIGADE.Recruitingfor the I'irst, Third, Fourth, and the bat'
talion of artillery of the Fifth regiments of this brigade,
now In the army of the Potomac, in General Sumner's division,has been going on successfully, and a reinforce* *

meat of one hundred men, under the command of CaptainsNagle, of the Fourth, and IiODOvan, of tho Fifth, left
this city st four P. M. yesterday to Join their respective
regiments.
FOURTH REGIMENT SCOTT LIFE GUARD.
Th.s regiment is stationed on tho line of the railroad

between TTavre de Graco and Baltimore. The headquartorsof the rogiment Is at the former place. On New
Year's day the citizens of that place had a gala time in
raising a liberty pole. Tho occasion served a double

m

purpose, as the inhabitants look the opportunity of serenadingand otherwise complimenting Colouel Taylor, of
the Fourth Regiment, than whom there Is no mere worthyofh.c ir iu tiie federal service. This token of regard ,
#.» Tavlnr was In rm.BMinrnce of his u, ntleinanlv
conduct in the discharge of h<s dot tea atnrn his regiment
Uaa beou guarding the railroad already Mentioned.
Tic chsrgo* recently brought against Colonel Taylor by

a clique of malcontent subordinates were recently tried
by court martial. Tbe evidence disclosed on the trial
placed his accusers In rather a bad light befors the
Court.

PRESENTATION OF REGIMENTAL COLORS. .

T:ie Warren Rifles, Ninety-fifth regiment New York
Vour.teers, were presented with a beautiful stand of
colors yesterday afternoon by Richard Warren, Ksq.i
whose name the Ninety.fifth have adopted. Tbe ceremonytook place In the square opposite Mr. Warren's residence,corner of West Sixteenth street and Fifth avenue.

A large and highly respectable assemblage of ladles and
guutiem.ui were lu attendance, among whom were Rev.
l)r. UsgoOd, Wm C. Bryant, Rev. Dr. Morgan, (ieorgn W.
Blunt. lion. Edward Tracy, Paymaster Ceneral Van »

Buret), Theodore Teller, United f'tatet Army; C"l. Van
Bnren, of the Nlnh regiment: M.v>r Alcock, of Gen.
Gates staff. Bnrou l-glofistoin, lelwnd of tlio Soward infantry,and Col. Tillsr. Dodworth's Hand was also {resent,
together with a strong posee of polico, who were drawn
up in front of the house.

Tito presentation speech was made by Mr. Warren,
whose discourse was very happy and patriotic. Mr.
Warren, hi the course of his remarks, alluded to the peace
end happiness which erlsted in the country but a few
months since, and contrasted them with the rebellion.
H" exhorted the reritrmnt to advance fearless.y, telling
them that every ball which flow from their rifled <
should rid the world of a traitor; that every bayonet
thrust should send a rebel to h'.s destined
plare. Whether many or few of th-ro should return to
their homes, they must never lore sight of tbe banner
of their country, for it must be hauded down to tbolr
children's cbi'dren, so that when the union of tho r'tites
was fully cemented by freedom each, one of them could

«f L-t».d ... ...AmwIUh this vod'tlS f>
HJ|"I IIUi|ivu tuwuiiupimii IIIID ihui>.

A very appropriate response was mads by Colonel
Riddle, after whiok the nflicers and invited guests partookof a bountiful repast provided by Mr. Warren.

Tlir reriment are over seven hundred in number, a One
looking body of men, ar.d are under the command of Ool.
Biddli-. who Is raid to be a very competei t oflicer.
The colors are of rich banner silk, of ths regulation

ei/e. with embroidered stars on ths blue field, and bears
the Inscription.

" Warren Rtflee, Ninety fifth Regiment."
Coroners' Inquests.

Ths nonrron Hmrrr IIohictdb .The Inquest In the
caee of Andrew Jackson Fowler, who was killed In an

affray at the saloon No, 80 Wsst Houston street, on New
Year's morning, wss roaumed yesterday at the Kighth
precinct station liooso A number of witnesses were examinedand much testimony was adduced, hut nothing
we* elicited to show who Inflicted the fatal wounds. On#
of the witnesses, Virginia Morris, testified that aha lived
at No. TO West Houston street, end that on the morning
of the fight., on looking out of her window, she caw derented<>n the sidewalk, and a man beating and kicking
him. She could not bo positive who t bo assailant wis,
hut hlie thought lis resembled the prIsoner, Charles S et

ling, in i»oint of size, Ac. The assailant entered No. 5g
West Houston street after beat ng deceased, and shut the
do. r after liltn That was all the witness knew aboi I the
occurrence. Coroner Wlldey, who has c ndocted the inqst thus far, decided upon adjourning tlio luqucst over

until Monday morning, with the view of procuring some

important witnesses.
Ths Hakijix Sboothto Caes..The Investigation Into

the circumstances ettonding the death of Owen Chelan,'
who vriifl shot dOJMl in md anrnj wiw jmnnn a. w«h,vioi»

of lli« eteemboat Sylvan Shore, at the comor of lttuh H
street end Fourth avenue, on Monday evening, wan held H
yesterday, at Bellenie Hospltnl, by tOroner Kannny Th« H
evldenne went to show that there waa a quarrelH
and souffle between tho part mi, and that in

tho midst of the row Wall drew a pistol
and shot hie adversary In tha groin. The a**aUavlt^|
who was premeot during the Inkiest, did not dony tb*^|
shooting, but in extenuation said tint ho actod solely
the MMn, The jury rendered a ve dirt otiargtxg tbw^H
priaimcr with homicide, and the ororor therein** mm BH
mitted him him to tho Totaba to await thu a« i. **>r tfcq^B
(ifand .lury.
MR BT Tamiro rraeoa .f orouer Wlldey wan notl-^B

f|^d to hold an Inquest yesterday, at No nroad-^|
way, upon the body of Catherine Rlle^, a native of ire^H
land, aged It year-. who conimittej suicide by takinj^M
some tnlnnrid poison Tho Inqueal.wIU probably be het^H
to dny.


